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August 25, 1922. 



DEATH RATES IN A GROUP OF INSURED PERSONS. 

DEATH RATES FOR PRINCIPAL CAUSES, MAY AND JUNE, 1922, AND COMPARISON BY 
COLOR FOR FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1920, 1931, AND 1922. 

The accompanying tables are taken from the Statistical Bulletin 
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. for July, 1922. They pre- 
sent the mortality experience of the company for principal causes 
of death for May and June, 1922, and compare the rates by color 
for the first six months of the years 1920, 1921, and 1922. The fig- 
ures are based on a strength of approximately 14,000,000 insured 
persons. 

The death rate in this group for June, 1922, shows a marked down- 
ward swing, being 6.5 per cent lower than the rate for May and 4.4 
per cent lower than that for June, 1921. As compared with June, 
1921, decidedly lower mortality rates are shown for scarlet fever, 
whooping cough, and diphtheria, and slightly lower rates for tuber- 
culosis, typhoid fever, pneumonia, diarrhea and enteritis, and 
Bright's disease. 

The gross death rate for the first half of 1922 is stated to be only 
slightly higher than that for the corresponding period of 1921, the 
record low rate in the experience of the company. Low mortality 
from diphtheria, tuberculosis, and most other infectious diseases 
contributed to this low rate. Increased mortality for the first half 
of 1922 over the corresponding period of 1921 is shown for influenza, 
pneumonia, organic heart disease, chronic nephritis, and measles. 
Officials of the company attribute the lower rate for diphtheria 
partly to the wider application of the Schick test and use of the 
toxin-antitoxin mixture. 

Death rales (annual basis) for principal causes per 100,000 lives exposed, May and June, 
1922, and June and year 1921. 



Cause of death. 



Death rate per 100,000 lives exposed. 



June, May, 
1922. 1922. 



June, 

1921.1 



Year 

192H 



Total, all causes. . 



904.7 



967.7 



945.9 



870.6 



Typhoid (ever 

Measles 

Scarlet fever 

Whooping cough 

Diphtheria , 

Influenza 

Tuberculosis (all forms) 

Tuberculosis of respiratory system. 
Cancer. 



Cerebral hemorrhage 

Organic diseases of heart 

Pneumonia (all forms) 

Other respiratory diseases 

Diarrhea and enteritis 

Bright's disease (chronic nephritis) 

Puerperalstate 

Suicides 

Homicides 

Other external causes ( excluding suicides and homicides) . . 

Traumatism by automobile 

All othor causes 



5.2 

7.6 

2.4 

2.1 

11.1 

10.1 

133.7 

119.5 

72.5 

62.8 

126.9 

52.1 

11.4 

11.9 

73.4 

20.6 

8.6 

5.7 

63.3 

13.7 

223.3 



3.7 

8.8 

4.6 

2.3 

12.6 

20.9 

131.3 

119.3 

76.1 

62.6 

141.4 

82.5 

17.6 

7.8 

72.7 

18.5 

8.3 

6.1 

55.2 

12.4 

234.7 



5.4 

3.2 

8.2 

4.0 

20.3 

4.4 

137.7 

125.1 

79.4 

60.4 

123.5 

56.5 

14.3 

13.9 

74.4 

21.5 

8.0 

7.8 

68.7 

14.3 

234.3 



6.7 

3.2 

7.0 

3.9 

23.8 

a7 

117.4 

105.6 

71.7 

62.1 

117.4 

67.8 

14.1 

14.2 

83.0 

19.8 

7.6 

6.7 

57.6 

12.2 

192.9 



i Provisional figures for 1921 given in preceding numbers of the 1922 bulletins have been revised on tho 
basis of final tabulations of 1921 data. 
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Death rates {annual basis) for principal causes per 100,000 persons exposed, compared by 
color for the first six months of 1920,1921, and 1922. 





Death rate per 100,000 persons exposed. 


Cause of death. 


White. 


Colored. 




Jan.-June 
1922 


Jan.-June 
1921 


Jan.-June 
1920 


Jan.-June 
1922 


Jan.-June 
1921 


Jan.-Juno 
1920 




923.0 


872.9 


1, 115. 


1,489.5 


1,396.2 


1,7449 








3.2 

6.4 

7.1 

2.7 

19.9 

32.7 

.7 

108.5 

98.2 

4.7 

5.6 

65.8 

13a 5 

114.1 

7.1 

35.8 

62.7 

8.6 

7.8 

3.6 

4.2 

5.6 

70.6 

20.6 

7.7 

5.1 
7.9 

63.7 
8.3 
3.5 

51.8 
5.4 

11.1 

.1 

255.1 


3.8 

5.4 
10.3 

4.7 
26.4 
11.0 

1.1 
110.0 

9a 9 

5.6 
5.5 
60.6 
119.5 
102.1 
6.6 
30.9 
55.6 

a9 

10.7 
4.0 
6.7 
5.5 
67.6 
21.2 
10.0 

4.6 
6.7 

63.4 
7.9 
3.6 

51.8 
6.1 

10.8 

.2 

249.5 


4.3 
14.7 

ai 

7.9 

25.1 

96.0 

1.2 

136.6 

123.2 

6.7 

6.8 

64.6 

130.4 

186.9 

11.7 

54.8 

107.5 

12.9 

10.7 

4.7 

6.1 

6.0 

75.5 

26.1 

8.3 

4.7 
13.1 
63.0 

6.2 

3.1 
53.1 

4.2 

ai 

.7 
257.6 


6.3 

2.0 

.6 

3.5 

8.1 

68.1 

.6 

260.1 

23a 7 

5.4 

16.0 

101.2 

206.9 

182.9 

12.4 

44.4 

113.4 

12.7 

11.7 

3.0 

8.7 

18.1 

125.4 

27.3 

11.1 

6.7 
9.0 
89.3 
5.0 
247 
59.6 
6.9 
6.2 
(>) 
377.2 


6.9 

2.6 

3.6 

7.8 

6.2 

24.3 

1.0 

284.6 

259.2 

6.4 

19.0 

92.1 

178.0 

160.4 

12.7 

39.9 

95.1 

12.7 

11.0 

2.4 

ao 

16.8 

110.4 

29.8 

13.2 

7.4 
9.1 
94.7 
5.4 
26.7 
62.5 
6.2 
8.3 
.1 
360.1 


ao 




5.6 




.5 




9.7 




6.3 




149.5 




1.6 




319.3 


Tuberculosis of respiratory system 


292.9 
6.8 




19.6 




93.8 




192.6 




29a 5 




14. ( 




63.2 


Other diseases of respiratory system. . . 


205.0 
15.7 
10.5 




3.6 




6.9 




21.2 




118.7 




342 




13.7 


Puerperal albuminuria and convul- 


7.1 




13.4 
87.0 




41 




20.2 


Accidental and unspecified violence 8 . . 


62.3 
5.3 




4.4 




.4 


All other and ill-defined causes of death . . . 


387.8 



• Includes "War deaths." » Excludes "War deaths." 'No deaths. 

DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED AUGUST 12, 1922. 

Summary of information received by telegraph from industrial insurance companies for 
week ended August 12, 1922, and corresponding week 1921. (From the Weekly Health 
Index, August 15, 1922, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.) 

Week ended Corresponding 
Aug. 12, 1922. week 1921. 

Policies in force 49,782,150 46,850,375 

Number of death claims 7,401 7,048 

Death claims per 1,000 policies in force, annual rate 7. 8 7.8 



